
 

Lower Alsace Township and Mount Penn Borough Consolidation 

Monday, April 14, 2014  

6:00 p.m. Antietam High School Cafeteria  

 

The meeting of the Lower Alsace Township and Mount Penn Borough Consolidation was held 

on Monday, April 14, 2014 at the Antietam High School Cafeteria.  The meeting was called to 

order at 6:02 p.m. by Mount Penn Council Member, Michael Worrall. 

 

Members of the Commission present were: Kurt Miller, Council Vice President; Roger Reto, 

Council Member; Michael Worrall, Council Member; James D. Oswald, Supervisor, Chair;  

John Theodossiou, Supervisor; and Todd M. Weikel, Supervisor. 

 

Members from the Public who signed in to speak were: Rosie Skomitz, Mount Penn, Ron 

Stauffer, Mount Penn, Linda Orth, Lower Alsace, Homer Williams, Lower Alsace, John 

Fielding, Mount Penn, Charles Getrost, Mount Penn and Charles Loose, Lower Alsace. 

 

Also present was Paul Janssen, Director of the Center for Excellence in Local Government and 

John Kramer, Director Emeritus, Center for Excellence in Local Government and  

Christeena Hauck, Mount Penn Borough Secretary. 

 

Review of the Agenda– Paul Janssen explained the committee will be looking at the optional 

forms of government and some differences between Boroughs and a 2
nd

 Class Township.  

Trash collection has been a concern expressed by many residents.  Paul explained trash 

collection could remain the same in a consolidation, or districts could be created within the 

Municipality that would allow specific areas to have municipal or private collection. He also 

clarified some confusion regarding a Home Rule Charter form of government.  Paul continued, 

explaining using the code of a Borough or a 2
nd

 Class Township as the foundation of the Home 

Rule Charter would provide the most flexibility and allow the citizens along with the elected 

officials to modify sections of the code to best benefit the community’s needs.   

 

Citizen Comment – Concerns were raised about the trash collection and curbside recycling, the 

establishment of the advisory board, voting on an open-ended or unknown outcome, developing 

Carsonia Park, the need for a tax collector and elected officials being compensated as employees.   

 

Options for Consolidation – Paul Janssen and John Kramer outlined the important differences 

between Boroughs and a 2
nd

 Class Township. During the presentation questions were raised 

about how the question would appear on the ballot.  Paul Janssen explained each Municipality 

would adopt a separate ordinance specifying what type of government and how many officials 

would be elected to the new governing body.  Other specifics in the ordinance could include the 

trash collection, the police department, and what will be done with the buildings and equipment.  

There will be a 3 month time period for all residents to review the ordinance prior to the 

November 4
th

 election.  

The Act 511 Taxes were explained.  The option to continue the Mercantile Tax is available to the 

consolidated municipality as long as it does not exceed the amount currently being collected by 

Mount Penn for the first year it goes into effect.  

 



 

 

Preliminary Finances – A preliminary comparison of the millage, generated taxes and the total 

yearly expenses compiled from the 2014 budgets of Lower Alsace and Mount Penn Borough 

were discussed.  Paul Janssen explained how, in a Home Rule Charter, Earned Income Tax could 

be adjusted to cover the increase in employee salary/benefits instead of relying solely on the 

property taxes. 

 

Paul Janssen and John Kramer asked the Consolidation Committee Members to review this 

meeting’s program and consider which form of government they would like to mainly focus on 

for discussion at the next meeting.  A name for the new municipality should also be considered.   

 

The next meeting will be held April 28, 2014 at Antietam High School Auditorium. The meeting 

adjourned at 8:01 p.m. by unanimous consent of those present. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Christeena Hauck 


